Entrepreneurship Course Syllabus

2015-2016

Entrepreneurship - Syllabus
Contact Information

· Teacher:  
Mrs. Belisle

· Email:
jbelisle@mps-edu.org
· Website:
http://mhsbelisle.weebly.com/
· Phone:
508-460-3500, Ext.  7635
Remind101  
A text-reminder system will be set up for the class.  It will be used to remind students and/or parents about due dates and important information.
Course Description

This Entrepreneurship class is a foundational course in entrepreneurship, which incorporates the Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship (NFTE) curriculum. This course has been designed for students who are interested in business education, particularly entrepreneurship and small business management.  In this course, the students will study the role of entrepreneurs in our free enterprise system. This course will enable students to acquire the knowledge and develop the skills needed to effectively organize, develop, create, and manage their own businesses. Activities will include reading, writing, discussion, direct and indirect research, business math, accounting principles, teamwork, networking, problem solving, applying technology, and decision-making. 
Major Project: 
The culminating project is to develop a business plan for a new business operation of each student’s choice. This plan will include a description of the business, location, products and services, analysis of completion, market survey and analysis, marketing strategies, organizational structure, legal issues, business forms, sales projections, and financial plans.
A Unique Opportunity:

Entrepreneurship  is a “blended” course, meaning that students from both the college prep and honors levels receive instruction in the same room, simultaneously. The opportunity to collaborate, and learn from one another in this setting is huge. I want to make it clear that this course is neither “dumbed down” from an honors course, nor is it too accelerated for a college prep class. The material covered simply “is” the material for this course. The differences in levels may manifest themselves during assignments, and assessment, rather than activity.

Materials

NFTE textbook, workbook, and supporting materials: Entrepreneurship 11th Edition: Owning Your Future, by Steve Mariotti with Tony Towle, The National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship, 2010.  This textbook will remain in the classroom, but may be signed out by the student.  

Required (binders and dividers are available in The Corner Store)
· A 3-ring binder with loose-leaf paper

· USB 
· Ten dividers labeled (for each topic):

· Unit 1 – What is an Entrepreneur?

· Unit 2 – Preparing for Business

· Unit 3 – Opportunity Recognition & Market Analysis

· Unit 4 – Marketing Plan and Sales
· Unit 5 – Analyzing Finances

· Unit 6 – Starting your Business

· Unit 7 – Managing your Business

· Unit 8 – Growing your Business

· Unit 9 – The Business Plan 
· Unit 10 – Career Plan & Personal Finances
· Students must be prepared with their binder no later than the Tuesday immediately after Labor Day.  Failure to do so will be a loss of a point on the “Binder Grade” for every day the student does not have it.

· Graded binder checks will take place throughout the year.  Ensure you keep yours organized!  
Learning Opportunities

· Students will learn the concept of critical thinking.

· Students will learn to work individually as well as in teams.

· This course will give students a practical and personal application of various business concepts.

· Classroom visits from members of the business community will stress the importance of business concepts.

Extra Help

I am available before school, during lunch, or during prep period; if necessary.  You must make arrangements with me in advance so I can block the time for you. 

Varied Assessments

· Your grade is determined on a point system.  Your grade is calculated by dividing the number achieved by the number possible.
· Assessments include classwork, tests, quizzes, and projects.
· The culmination of various projects will be a completed business plan for a product/service of your choice.
Deadlines for individual and group work will be strictly enforced.  ALL assignments must be turned in on the date they are assigned. 
· Any late work without a legitimate excuse is considered late and points will be deducted from the assignment.  

· If you forget to turn in an assignment, it is considered late and points will be deducted from the assignment.  

· All assignments may be made up within two days if missed due to absence. 
· When a student must be absent from class, it the student’s responsibility to make up for the time missed to avoid falling behind in class.
Expectations

Since this business class is preparing you for the real world, I feel you need to be prepared for situation that will arise in the workforce.  The “real world” has little tolerance for absenteeism, tardiness, whining, and inadequate preparation.  Thus, attendance, punctuality, and participation in discussions, activities are essential.
· Cell Phones and music players will be confiscated 
· Please keep them in your bags & turned off!!
· Earbuds/headphones are to be removed upon entering the class or they too will be confiscated
Failure to hand over any of the above when requested, will result in disciplinary action according to the MHS Student Handbook.

Students are expected to arrive to class on time with a positive, enthusiastic attitude, and an open-mind.  They are to follow classroom instructions and rules at all times.  In addition, students will come to class prepared and ready to work with their Entrepreneurship binder and writing utensils.

Students will continue to earn the respect of their teacher by demonstrating respect for their teacher and fellow students. They are expected to have good manners and use appropriate language. 

Each student is required to work diligently during the class period; any work not completed in the allotted time will be assigned as homework, with the expectation it will be completed the following day.  Classwork time is for Entrepreneurship work only.  No other subjects are to be worked on unless this class work is completed first.  If a student is found to be working on another subject, that work will be taken, and I will return it to the appropriate teacher.  
Entrepreneurship 

Contract agreement
By signing this document, you are agreeing to the policies/regulations listed on the course syllabus.  You also state that you fully understand the policies and consequences.  

Furthermore, if you return this document by 

/
/
 signed and dated by yourself and parent/guardian, you will receive a personal day.  If you do not return this document signed, you will lose 1 point from your “Binder Grade” each day the contract is not returned.  

Student Signature and Date


Mrs. Belisle

Parent/Guardian Signature and Date
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